
1990 GLPCI Conference Recap

Hi, m y nameis Emily, and some of you know me
f r o m the last GLPCI you th conference held in
Washington, D.C. this past June 1, 2,3. I?mhereto
in t roduce myself to anyone w h o missed the con-
ference and to te l l youal i t t l e bit about the plans
w e m a d e there.

The conference was a great success, There were
about th i r ty sons and daughters there over the age

of thirteen, and all of us got to know each other
and share our stories about our families. Over the

course of the weekend, we made some very excit-
i n g plans that wi l l he lp us all to help each other.
Here are a few of them:

*a steering committee, elected by the confer-
ence part ic ipants to organize next year?s
conference and cont inue to publ ish JUST
FOR US

s a f e addresses and names of support groups
and persons for publication. These addresses
appear later in th is newsletter. They are
people w h o have agreed to have their ful l
names and addresses published, so that i f
you, as a chi ld of a gay or lesbian, need ta
reach someone for support, you do not have
to be alone

¢various ideas fo r workshop topics at next
year?s conference. There wi l ! be more op-
portuni t ies t o discuss unique problems and
situations, and more choices. In addit ion, a

larger age range wi l l be taken in to account.

epossibil i ty fo r organizing sons? and daugh-
ters? stories i n t o a book for publication.

enames for our o w n organization, wh ich
w o u l d fal l unde r the GLPCI] umbrel la and

yet w o u l d be able to stand on its own.

These are just a few of the ideas that were brought
u p at the conference, You wi l l see more of them in
the pages tocame. I hope tosee you at next year?s
conference

? JUST FOR 08 ?~
T h e News le t te r by, for , a n d about k i d s o f gay and lesbian parents.
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T h e A n c h o r

Here they are: the addresses you can wr i t e to fo r
suppat . The phone numbers are no t printed, but
when you send your letter, you wi l l be contacted
Your letters and calls w i l l be kept str ic t ly confi-
dential. Please wr i te to the person in your region,
as this w i l l ensure a fast response. This serviceis
for all of us, so we can help each other.

Eastern T ime Zone Region
Mo l l y Hel ler
214 Oakwood Dr.
Windham, CT 06280

Hope Berry
754 Seventh Street 5. E.

Washington, DC 20003

Central T i m e Zone Region
Emily Gmerek
912 Haml in Street #2
Evanson, I L 60201

Donna Ippol i to
7710 Hol lybrook Ln
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Moun ta i n T i m e Zone Region
Meghan Waterman
476 Clayaton Street
Denver, CO 80206

Paci f icT i m e Zone Region
Al i Dubin
8830 N o b l e A v e

Sepu lveda , C A 91343

T o R e c e i v e J U S T F O R U S
If you would like to receive JUST FOR US fillout
t h e f a r m b e l o w a n d ma i l t a JUST F O R US, c / o A l i

D u b i n , 8830 N o b l e A v e . , Sepu l veda , C A 91343

N a m e
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C i t y S t a t e Z p



1990 Steering Committee
D o n n a I p p o l i t a This past June, m y mother, her

lover, and myself attended our first GLPCI confer-
ence Twas excited about going, but anxious about
the u n k n o w n three days ahead of me_ I was
pleasantly surprised. I met a great group of people
of all ages w h o all share one BIG secret. It was
great t o be ourselves and talk about our parents
and our lives. [was afraid that, because of m y age,

[ w o u l d not have any th ing in common w i t h any-
one, bu t again, I was pleasantly surprised. In fact,
go ing to the conference was the best th ing I have
done for myself in a long time. In those short days
T became dedicated to the National GLPCI Confer-

ence and to the growth and expansicn of the youth
conference I w a s elected to be the contact person
fo r the Midwestern section. It is impor tant for me
t o l e t all of you know that I am here to offer sane
help. We need to stick together and help each
other. We are the on ly experts on the subject of
chi ldren of gay and lesbian parents. We have our
very own struggles just l i ke our parents do. Weal l
have our o w n stories. I am current ly runn ing a

group in Indianapolis for children of gays and les-
bians. [ hope to l e t all of you know that you arenot
alone and have samewhere to turn. WE ARE A L L
I N THIS TOGETHER

E m i l y Gmerek: I am 21 years d id and I wro te a

l i t t le about the conference at the beginning of th is
newsletter. As far as JUST FOR US is concerned,
we hope to publish mere newsletters per year, and
create more of a network of communication among
all of us) The conference helped to begin that
network, and those of us on the commit tee are
commi t ted to seeing it grow. This issue, as some
of you may know, is not l ike the t w o that preceded
it. However, JUST FOR US w i l l cont inue to pub -
l ish the ind iv idua l stories of all of us. In addition,

w e wi l l keep the network open and in fo rm you of
upcom ing events and issues of interest. I 'm very
p r o u d to be a part of the steering commit tee and
am excited and anxious to meet t h e n e w people at
next year?s conference and welcome you toa t ru l y
wonder fu l experience.

M e g h a n Waterman: This was m y second GLPCI
you th conference, and I| enjoyed i t ve r y much.
Unfortunately, I d i d no t get ta meet everyone and
hear everycne's story, because la r r i ved late I d o
th ink w e had a p roduc t i ve year, dec t ing a new

steering committee, letting go and starting our
youth conference! It?s the best feeling when you
meet a group of kids and everyone knows you, no
matter if you've met before or not. That?s because
we don't have tol ieto anyone, we can be sohanest
with ourselves and everyone around us there
because everyone there has the exact same prob-
lem. I've never seen or experienced somuch love
between a group of kids before in my life! Thope
to see you ail there

M o l l y Hel ler: [opened the door t o r o a n 1811 and
immedia te ly felt a st rong connect ion between
myself and everyone in the roam. As I to ld m y
story | introduced myself and shared m y l i fe as a

chi ld of alesbian mother. I looked at each person
and noticed h o w attent ive each person w a s as |
cont inued to talk. This m a d e me feel a st rong
sense of support. The day was long and there
were many tears shed. Many were learn ing they
are not the only one?s wi th gay fathers or lesbian
mothers. Room 1811 was a safe place w h e r e
everyone was given the opportuni ty t o open u p ta
others as much as they felt t hey needed t a As
Saturday ro l led a round I felt as though peop le
were feel ing more comfor tab le around one an-
cther, and the focus was no t so much on o u r

ind iv idua l l ives, bu t issues about hav i ng a gay
father or lesbian mother. Saturday evening was
f i l led w i t h wonde r fu l entertainment and a dance

wh ich f i l led the bal l room w i t h up l i f t i ng energy. I
Tan around cl ick ing m y camera t r y i n g to get as
many pictures as I could to save the memor ies of
everyone w h o was able to share th is i n t ima te
weekend w i t h me. The f i rst day w e were many
faces w i t h one th ing in common, as the haurs
passed, we were. a small commun i t y of friends. I
hope everyone enjoyed the conference as much as
Id id ! Thank you everyone, you areal l very special
people.

y: I n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , on O c t o b e r 20,HopeBerry
the Gay Fathers of DC set up the much needed
support group for their children. The local chap-
ter of ?Just For Us? got together to express their
feelings and concerns about having a gay dad.
The meeting lasted about an hour and a half.
Everyone had a chance to talk and get to know
each other. A t the end of the meeting everyone
agreed it was a good idea and looked forward ta
meeting again in November.






